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4th November, 2020  
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
  
Covid-19 Update: Year 11 & Sixth Form 
  
As the term gets back underway, I wanted to write specifically to all Year 11 and Sixth Form parents with 
an update on Covid-19 within school.  
  
Firstly, thank you for the way that everyone has been following the guidance on social distancing and 
ensuring that we are all able to make the most of the school day within the constraints of what we are 
able safely to do this term. We have been particularly impressed by the way our Year 11s and Sixth Form 
have started their academic year and the dedication, resilience and care they have shown so far this term. 
  
It is clear, however, that as we approach Winter, Covid-19 cases are beginning to rise within the local 
community and this does impact on us as a school. When individual cases do occur within the school 
community, we will not hesitate to take the advice of Public Health England (PHE) and adopt any 
additional steps they ask us to take. 
  
At present, we have one member of our Year 11 and Sixth Form bubble who has tested positive for Covid-
19. They are currently self-isolating at home for 14 days, in line with the guidelines. 
  
As soon as we became aware of this, we contacted PHE for its advice and guidance. They have advised us 
that only those students and staff that have been in close and prolonged contact with the individual need 
to self-isolate. 
  
We have therefore contacted a handful of parents in Year 11 and Sixth Form whose children will now 
need to self-isolate as a precaution. They will be receiving a full programme of remote learning whilst they 
are unable to come into school, so that they don’t miss out on any lessons. 
  
To be clear, there is no evidence that these cases were caused in school, but it does reflect a local rise in 
levels of the virus. Fortunately, because of the strength of our social distancing measures across our 
bubbles, the impact of this can be minimised.  
  
Unless you have been contacted by us directly, therefore, your child is able to continue to attend school 
as normal. This is because the experts at PHE are confident in the measures we are taking to maintain 
social distancing and hygiene levels within school.  
 
 
 
  



It is important, however, that we all continue to remain highly vigilant to the symptoms of Covid-19, even 
though the risk to young people is very small. There are things we can all do to help reduce the risk of 
getting ill with Covid-19: 
 
·       wash our hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds; 
·       use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available; 
·       wash our hands as soon as we get home; 
·       cover our mouth and nose with a tissue or our sleeve (not our hands) when we cough or sneeze; 
·       put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash our hands afterwards. 
  
If your child does show any symptoms of Covid-19 (a new, continuous cough and/or a high temperature 
and/or a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste and smell) please do not send them into school but 
inform us at the earliest opportunity via the school absence line on 01228 822070. If your child has any of 
the Covid-19 symptoms your child must stay at home and request a test. Your child cannot return to the 
Academy until we have received confirmation of a negative result. You can either call the Academy or 
send the result to attendance@rrca.org.uk . Please be reassured that if your child is off with Covid, self-
isolating or with symptoms their absence is authorised and does not impact on their overall attendance.  
  
With your support, we will continue to do everything we can to ensure the term continues at pace for our 
Year 11s and Sixth Form until Christmas. Thank you again for your understanding and assistance.  
  
With best wishes, 

 
 
 
 

Miss Bacon 
Principal  
 


